DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20340- 



U-4,070/ISM-1(FOIA) 



7 April 2003 



Mr. John Young 
Crptome.org 

251 West 89 th Street, Suite 6E 
New York, NY 10024 




Dear Mr. Young: 

This responds to your request under the Freedom of Information Act dated 29 March 2001 . 
Therein you requested records from the Army concerning Argentina Intelligence Services, 
ZF400004W. In processing your request, Army located 5 records within the purview of DIA and 
forwarded them to us on 4 October 2001 for review and direct response to you. 

Upon review, it has been determined that some portions of three of the documents are not 
releasable. The portions withheld are exempt from release pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552 (b)(1). 
(b)(2), (b)(3), and (b)(6), Freedom of Information Act. Subsection (b)(1) applies to information 
properly classified under the criteria provided by Executive Order 12958. Subsection (b)(2) 
applies to information which pertains solely to the internal rules and practices of the agency. 
Subsection (b)(3) applies to information specifically exempted by a statute establishing particular 
criteria for withholding. The applicable statute is 10 U.S.C. Section 424. Subsection (b)(6) 
applies to information which if released would constitute an unwarranted invasion of the 
personal privacy of other individuals. All reasonably segregable portions of the documents are 
attached hereto. 

All substantive portions of the remaining two documents are not releasable. The withheld 
portions are exempt from release pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552 (b)(1), (b)(2), and (b)(3), Freedom of 
Information Act. There are no reasonably segregable portions of this exempt material. 

You are advised that a requester may appeal, within 60 days, an initial decision to withhold a 
record or part thereof. Should you wish to exercise this right, you may do so by referring to case 
#0069-02 and addressing your appeal to: 



Defense Intelligence Agency 
ATTN: ISM-I(FOIA) 
Washington, D.C. 20340-5100 



Sincerely, 
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Chief, Freedom of Information Act Staff 
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— GOA lav 20.191+ vas announced 9 March establishing a National 
Intelligence Center. The Inteiliger.ee Center will have elements from 
several collection agencies including those of SIDE, the Aiped 
Forces and the Federal Police. Other sectors, of government will 
participate as required in their areas of interest. The Center 
will he directed hy a coEEuittee formed for the base organizations 
and will be presided over hy a comaander of Flag rank. The presiding 
officer vill^e titled Chief of Rational Intelligence and will be at 
Secretary level. The new chief will be named by the President based 
on the nomination by the Joint. Conmanders of the Armed Forces, 



1. FUNCTIONS: The Rational Intelligence Center will plan, orient, 
centralize and coordinate stragegic intelligence production using 
assets of other intelligence services. 

2. Induce and maintain a general appreciation for strategic Intelligen 

3. Distribute strategic intelligence to the Executive, the 
National Security Council, the Military Committee, ana the organs 
of planning and execution of National Security. 

k* ForaxQate and maintain doctrine on national intelligence. 
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Chart - SJJ5 and SSE (fl) (MOnoiM) 

1. The Argentine Aroy Intelligence -ervice (5IF) is divided into two groups, 
the Arnj Intelligence chool anci an organisation of intelligence agents t/ith field 
offices thrcutjnout the country* The overall Intelligence effort of the Amy's 
;-exvicio de I nformaclones del Ejercito (3IE) is apparently confined to operation* 
v.it i in the country of AIvUV-HA* Exterior operations are the responsibility of 
2i vision II, Argentine Array Oenejul Staff through its control of the attache system, 
ir coordination vith the responsibility of Secretarf a de Inrormacloncs del Fstado 
Ul jI) i.tdcii enploys agents overseas in a manner sinilar to the United States CIA. 
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2. The director of the SIF, at present a colonel, base branch Cavalry, 
ports directly to the 5V>eretary of Array- His school operates through a sub-director, 
at present rank of col^ei, and prodoce^ oi fleer oikI oon-coraidsaidned officer gra- 
duates for duty as intelligence officers at all levels vithln the Array including 
General Staff and, in addition, agent officers to serve in the Serviclo de SeEurldad 
gel TJcrc lto, Security sendee of the Army (SSE). the SSE ie apparently an wider- 
cover organization similar to the secret service employed by Peron but operated " 
under regulations nhieh minimize its interior spying activity on units of the Amy 
anu axlrdres its ability to keep cheek on subversive activities, be they In guise 
of peronisa, ooaaunism, or an incipient "golpe* against the goverroant. 

3. SSE officers are not openly identified although they are probably know to 
the comanding generals of each ma.Jor field cocmend, division and army and to the 
conraunding officers of the tailtary Regions. The SSE officers' presumably have 
stctions near all major ^rr^field cociiiands and, likewise, in the major urban 





They maintain liaison with the unit intelligence officers at Army and divisional 
level. If required by any unit cDsnander, they will place agents vithin the unit 
to counteract reported subversive activities 



4. It is presumed that Major David Ken! CAB a£Ba-^a»s# house was bombed re- 
" — *' , 'j m jmt\if mtCJt ffi. jj-TQ 9 ftjuoo* Alr*», resulting in the death of a child/ 
was an active SSE officer* ft is even said that the force of the explosion in his 
home was Increased by stores of explosives which he himself was keeping within his 
house. At any rate he is said to bar* lad severe action In the past against various 
peronlvt labor organisations and for this he was Marked for retaliation. 



3. The SSE organisation as veil as the School of Information is centered and 
directed fro* an open office building in BUKvQS AIH£S. There is no attempt to con- 
ceal the identity of these two buildings* This is typical of the Naval Inteili^rc 
School or SDi as well as the SIE®. However the number of SSE agents-is not known to 
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is noted that this -same request i.e. for high-level staff 
munlsn, has been received from General "taf f officers. 




dariCe against com- 



recent expression of interest free the General 
of the U. S. Airiy Psychological Warfare School 




The most 
operation 



There is 




tly no central clearance system operated by the Argentine 



expressed confidence that the 

Argentine Amy dJ.d not need to use such a system for Its officer corps because of 
the system of induction through the rational Military Academy and the close rel^'.ion 
which exists within a small officer corps. IjAther were they concerned about tf.>? 
NCOs, although they admitted that occasionally/ they were required to place kneun 
cocttfctiet sympathizers at unimportant posts. I All NOOs are inducted through an * GO 
Academy 4-year course. 

7. The orientation of the Argentine Army intelligence effort is believed to 
be the result of the Army's pre-occupation with a threat of revolutionary warfare 
Although five years have elapsed since the ouster of Peron, the Amy believes th-i . 
still exists within the country a peronlst base within the laboring class which 
could be exploited either from within or without the country by the type of un- 
disciplined leadership which emerged in CUBA. Coxaaunism is believed a threat inas- 
much as it would exploit this peronlst mass or control the leaders. The Argentine 
Army believes that cosnunism will never penetrate the Ar en tine Amy officer corf.s 
and will always be partially checked in public by the Catholic Church, The Array 
advocates a stern policy by the Federal Government both in eradicating comrnunlsts 
from the key positions to which it Is believed it is now infiltrated and in suppres- 
sing persist revival, Th* Army believes that communism has already entered its 
second phase of activity in ATiGti.TlIU, that Is, that the government, the Police . 
and the schools have been Infiltrated. It is a duty then of the SSE to report cr. 
this immediately within the country and it was probably based upon their reports 
that Secretary of Army LAKCiCER was so outspoken in his criticism of the government 
of CORDOBA several weeks prior to the implementation cf the COKHTES Plan, like- 
wise this plan and the subsequent federal intervention of the Province of COKX)BA- 
was in large based on intelligence developed by the SSE. To date, however, there 
has been very little publicity about the activities of these agents and all public 
statements have been made by the line commander concerned. In the case of COflCnPA 
the Fourth Division Commander, General LAM DA, obviously primed with information, 
spear-headed the Array's criticism of the Government of C0RBOBA. 
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, ervlcfa de tnformaciones (SjE) 

does control type CIC organisation from central intelligence 
school operated in Buenos Aires to include regional offices 
for SSE ^fServlcto *e Segorldad Del Eyercttoh 4SE organ i- 
zat rorTpara I le !S ttmy organization estimated to division 
level probably covering all important population centers. 
Note that SSE officer is not a member of local unit staff bat 
functions directly under control of commandant for service 
of security who has office at information school in Buenos 
Aires. Mote also SSE officers now prohibited use under cover 
agents within army units without knowledge commander. Other- 
wise mission of SSE similar to USCIC. 
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2, Estimate total wtmber officers active within SSE 
under 30 based upon overall information school output of 
which SSE personnel constitute etlnority. Apparently SSE 
organization at one tiwe inc luded secre.t agents but th ese 
disbanded subsequent Feron. BUnnniP 1 ^BM Bi^^^MW bft 1 1 
co»muni$t infiltration of Argentine Arwy officer and NCO 
rank non-existent.. (To Indicate control by SSE cited one 
recent 1957 case" oT *n off leer iUeai-ssed froa *r»y for 1UTt«f 
with notorious wooai cojMuniat) based on systets of s election 
(b)(1) of officers and length of training three yeprs est iwates 

SSE should constitute efficient corps but aote that principal 
objective is detection sources revolutionary wmrf are outside 
40f tray • "7-fNi 1 lance apon natioaa I: »1 1 1 tary 'acadawy and WCO 
acnpolt alua general Ikec^lwdge Of 4a^ly|#'aa 1 repute t ion 
reWeini tareiih 4mVi I mmtO WTIeer 6or*s 






